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The Willows Academy
Summer Enrichment Guidelines
The goal of the summer break is to give our minds, bodies and spirits a time to rest, relax, grow,
and prepare for what comes next in our lives. Summer is designed to be a break from the ordinary,
to rest, and enjoy all that Chicago has to offer during the summer months. The Willows believes
that this rest is accomplished by a change of activity rather than an absence of activity.
In order to help the students use their time well and keep their minds sharp while they relax, The
Willows expects students to continue their studies over the summer by completing the summer
enrichment expectations.
The Summer Reading is designed to be enjoyed throughout the summer months. Texts are
chosen not just for their correlation to the curriculum, but also for their literary worth and
enjoyment by the student. During the summer, students have the time to read slowly and to savor
the texts they are reading, adding this literature to their intellectual fund of knowledge. Students
are required to read the texts indicated, but very much encouraged to read from the recommended
titles list. Students are also reminded that many libraries carry unabridged copies of these texts
on audio books which, when read together with the text can greatly enhance the reading
experience.
The Math Review is designed to review the previous year’s mathematics in order to start the
next level of math fully prepared for success. This work should be done throughout the summer.
Math review work is required for students with any Quarter or Semester Grade of 84% or below
OR a Test Average of 76% in their current math class.
Learning through service to others is an integral component of a Willows education. We
encourage our students to begin their Service Hours over the summer months. Students in
grades 6-12 are required to serve five hours of service in each of the three following
categories: care for the elderly, service to the community, and assistance to the impoverished,
for a total of fifteen meaningful service hours each year. Service Hours are not due until May 1,
2019, but we advise to get a head start over the summer.
In addition to these required activities, we also encourage parents to closely monitor student use
of technology and television during the summer months. One quick guide a parent can use is to
balance reading and other wholesome activities with television/technology/cell phone time. For
every hour your daughter spends on the computer, in front of the tv, or on her phone, has she
spent an hour: reading, doing a craft, playing music, exercising, playing sports, engaged in a
service activity, helping out at home? As you well know as parents, it’s all about balance!
We hope you enjoy this summer enrichment program, and we look forward to seeing all our
students taller, tanner, and intellectually sharp on August 22!

What is a Lexile?
Next to each text on the reading list we identify the Lexile® of each text. A Lexile® provides one
piece of information about a student’s reading ability or about the difficulty of a text. A Lexile®
allows us to predict how well a student may be able to comprehend a text; by matching a student
Lexile® with a text Lexile® we increase the chances of students having a successful reading
experience.
A Lexile® is based on a different principle than a “grade level equivalency.” In the same way that
you don’t buy a shoe based on your daughter’s age, you buy it based on the size of her foot, you
don’t identify a student’s reading level based on her age, but on her actual reading “size.” This
reading “size” is her Lexile®.
Unlike reading fluency, the Lexile® measure focused on
comprehension. It indicates identifies your daughter’s ability
to decipher the words of the text (fluency) and her ability to
understand what she just read.
A Lexile® is a flexible measure that acknowledges other factors
that influence comprehension. For example, when interest is
very high, a child a child may enjoy and comprehend texts at
the high end or above her Lexile®. When the text is guided, for
example the novels your child will read throughout the years,
students can comprehend at much higher Lexile® because the
text is read more slowly and its complexity is analyzed and
guided in class by a teacher. When content is new or not
interesting and unguided (as is summer reading), a student may
need to read at a lower Lexile® to comprehend the text.

Although each child
is at her own place at
her own time…like
her shoe size…in
general, a student
tends to fall into the
following
Lexile®
ranges:
Grade&

Lexile&Range&

1"

Up"to"300L"

In addition to Lexile®, however, we all know that reading is a
skill: the more a child reads, the stronger her reading skills will
become.

2"

140L"to"500L"

3"

330L"to"700L"

4"

445L"to"810L"

We also know that some texts are simple, but very deep due to
their themes and, despite their Lexile®, should be read at an
older age or several times. For example, The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe (L940) could easily be placed on the senior
reading list because of its allegory.

5"

565L"to"910L"

6"

665L"to"1000L"

7"

735L"to"1065L"

8"

805L"to"1100L"

9"
855L"to"1165L"
When helping your daughter select a text to read, consider two
factors: 1) her reading ability and 2) her interest in the topic.
10"
905L"to"1195L"
To help you do this, we have provided summaries of all the
11"and"12" 940L"to"1210L"
texts on the list. If your daughter is a lower reader, but very
interested in the topic, she may be able to do well with a text
with a higher Lexile®. If your daughter’s interest in a text is very low, she may need a text with a
lower Lexile® in order to get through it with comprehension.

From: www.Lexile.com
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Incoming 11 Grade
Math Review
All incoming Algebra II and Pre-Calculus students are required to complete a packet. You will receive this
packet in class.
Students with any Quarter or Semester Grade of 84% or below OR a Test Average of 76% or below in
Geometry or Algebra II are required to review their math skills using a Khan Academy Virtual Classroom.
You will receive your assignments in class. Your online work will be graded and due by Monday, August
20th. Please note that after you practice an assigned skill, there is a waiting period before you can access the
mastery test on that skill.

World Language Review
With the goal of letting the girls have a break from the rigors of school, the French and Spanish language
teachers have decided to create an opportunity for grades 10-12 to maintain and ideally sharpen their
skills through the use of the online program Duolingo. Participation will be voluntary but highly
encouraged, and teachers have explained the benefits of maintaining all of the skills that the girls have
worked so hard to acquire during the year.
The lessons are “gameified”, meaning they are entertaining, and competition with oneself is rewarded with
“expert points” and gold circles. There is a placement test offered at sign-up so that girls can place out of
the very elementary lessons and begin at a higher level if they choose to do so.
Again, participation is not mandatory but highly encouraged, and the benefits of using Duolingo should
be felt by all levels. The programs in French and Spanish are available on both the computer and
smartphone.

Summer Reading
Assignment: Read the text marked “REQUIRED”. The books listed under “suggested books” are
not required, rather they are optional recommendations that students may choose
from for additional summer enrichment.
Assessment: In-class discussion and essay.

Required:
Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand
(L1010)
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a
slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was
struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary odysseys of the Second World War.
The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. In boyhood, he’d been a cunning and incorrigible delinquent, breaking into houses, brawling, and
fleeing his home to ride the rails. As a teenager, he had channeled his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him
to the Berlin Olympics and within sight of the four-minute mile. But when war had come, the athlete had become an airman, embarking on a
journey that led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft, and a drift into the unknown.

Suggested Books for Additional Summer Enrichment
Educated by Tara Westover
Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping with
her “head-for-the-hills bag.” In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father’s junkyard. Her father forbade hospitals, so Tara never saw a doctor
or nurse. Gashes and concussions, even burns from explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism. The family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received
an education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. Then, lacking any formal education, Tara began to educate herself. She taught herself enough mathematics and grammar
to be admitted to Brigham Young University, where she studied history, learning for the first time about important world events like the Holocaust and the civil rights movement. Her quest for knowledge
transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. Educated is an account of the
struggle for self-invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty, and of the grief that comes with severing the closest of ties. With the acute insight that distinguishes all great writers, Westover has crafted a universal
coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of what an education is and what it offers: the perspective to see one’s life through new eyes, and the will to change it.

East of Eden by John Steinbeck (L700)
Set in the rich farmland of California’s Salinas Valley, this sprawling and often brutal novel follows the intertwined destinies of two families—the Trasks and the
Hamiltons—whose generations helplessly reenact the fall of Adam and Eve and the poisonous rivalry of Cain and Abel. Adam Trask came to California from the East
to farm and raise his family on the new rich land. But the birth of his twins, Cal and Aaron, brings his wife to the brink of madness, and Adam is left alone to raise his
boys to manhood. One boy thrives nurtured by the love of all those around him; the other grows up in loneliness enveloped by a mysterious darkness.

FLowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes (L910)
The story of a mentally disabled man whose experimental quest for intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, an extraordinary lab mouse. In diary entries, Charlie tells
how a brain operation increases his IQ and changes his life. As the experimental procedure takes effect, Charlie's intelligence expands until it surpasses that of the
doctors who engineered his metamorphosis. The experiment seems to be a scientific breakthrough of paramount importance--until Algernon begins his sudden,
unexpected deterioration. Will the same happen to Charlie?

I am Malala: How One Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Changed the World by Malala Yousafzai
(L1000)
I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed
and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. I AM MALALA
will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the world.
!

Lay Siege to Heaven: A Novel of St. Catherine of Siena by Louis de Wohl
Continuing his popular series of novels about saints of the Church, de Wohl devotes his considerable talents to an interpretation of one of the most unusual women of all time, St. Catherine of Siena. The daughter
of a prosperous dyer in 14th-century Siena, Catherine devoted her life to Christ, persuaded the Pope to move from Avignon to Rome, subdued the warring City-States of Italy, and changed the face of her world.
!
!

Kristen Lavransdatter by Sigrid Undset
In her great historical epic Kristin Lavransdatter, set in fourteenth-century Norway, Nobel laureate Sigrid Undset tells the life story of one passionate and headstrong woman. Painting a richly detailed backdrop,
Undset immerses readers in the day-to-day life, social conventions, and political and religious undercurrents of the period. As a young girl, Kristin is deeply devoted to her father, a kind and courageous man. But
when as a student in a convent school she meets the charming and impetuous Erlend Nikulauss, she defies her parents in pursuit of her own desires. Her saga continues through her marriage to Erlend, their
tumultuous life together raising seven sons as Erlend seeks to strengthen his political influence, and finally their estrangement as the world around them tumbles into uncertainty. With its captivating heroine and
emotional potency, Kristin Lavransdatter is the masterwork of Norway's most beloved author—one of the twentieth century's most prodigious and engaged literary minds—and, in Nunnally's exquisite translation,
a story that continues to enthrall.
!

Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw (L1340)
A barbed attack on the British class system, Pygmalion both delighted and scandalized its first audiences in 1914. Henry Higgins is the Pygmalion figure who believes he can transform Eliza Doolittle, a cockney
flower girl, into a duchess at ease in polite society. The one thing he overlooks is that his 'creation' has a mind of her own.

The Story of My Life by Helen Keller
An American classic rediscovered by each generation, The Story of My Life is Helen Keller’s account of her triumph over deafness and blindness. Popularized by the
stage play and movie The Miracle Worker, Keller’s story has become a symbol of hope for people all over the world.

Advanced Art
Students must meet with Mrs. Morris to discuss summer requirements (college level summer class +
packet).

